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up 10,000 muskets from the government factory there to the
insurgents. The Convention was not going to allow matters
to continue thus, and on July 3 directed the army of the Alps
to advance against Lyons, and declared Birotteau and his
friends traitors to the country. The declaration ot the Con-
vention was met by the establishment of a local tribunal, which
condemned Chalier to death, and he was accordingly guillotined
on July 17. Dubois-Crance and Gautier, who were with
Kellermann's army, at once borrowed from him 4800 men,
with some cavalry and twelve guns, and, ordering him to
cover their operations, they advanced to besiege the city. In
the month of August, they resolved to change the blockade
into a bombardment, and their resolution brought about a
great change in the motives of the defenders of Lyons Instead
of remaining entirely under the influence of Birotteau and
Chasset, and the federalist republicans, the policy of Perrin-
Prdcy, Virieu, and the many other royalists, who had fled to
Lyons for safety,1 prevailed, and secret negotiations were
entered into with the Piedmontese generals, who promised to
advance to their assistance. On August "22 the bombardment
began, and on the 24th the great arsenal of Lyons was blown
up by a Jacobin woman, who was immediately murdered.
Then arrived the troops which had defended Valenciennes
against the English and Austrians in July, and these trained
soldiers brought about the same results at Lyons as the
Mayen9ais did in La Vendee. The two deputies were also joined
by Couthon, Maignet, and Chateauneuf-Randon, Oouthon,
in his native province of Auvergne, took advantage of the
hatred which the peasants felt for the proud city of Lyons,
and he brought up more than 30,000 peasants to the siege,
who, though of little use as soldiers, helped to complete the
blockade, and left more valuable troops free for other employ-
ment. On October 9 Perrm-Prdcy tried to break out of Lyons
with his best troops, and the women and children in their
midst. His forces were entirely cut to pieces, though he him-

1 As, for instance, M. des 35cherolles ; see the 8mwe'nw$ d'tme Familla
noble so MJ> lu Ten cut', by Alexandrine des Echerolles.    Paris : 1870.